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Conditions in Yugoslavia

1,

Yugoslavia has suffered greatly from civil strife during the recent war,
with concomitent loss of lives and destruction. of property. During the
war Marshal Tito accepted the support of anyone who offered it and now
cannot dispense with his worst collaborators, who would, if neocessary,
asposainate Tito to maintein their present position., Tlto is himeelf s
capeble, onergetic and drave individuasl, stubborn and obstinate, a Come
munist but posgessing strong if unconscious nationalist sentiments, who
has rid himself of his "reactionary” opposition and is now disposing of
the followers of the Cominform. The only good reforms effected by Yugo-
slav Cormunism have beon the expropriation of foreign estates and the ex-
puleion of foreign capital from Yugoslavia. Foreigners should never again
be permitted to obtein holdings in the country. The Commmnist sgrarian rew
form has had & bad effect. Sovkhoei wore created from ocertain land holdings
of the state end former partisans were settled on them. Since the Yugoslev
peasextte , however, wizh to be their own masters, working small holdings
that can be lef't to their children, this system has proved a failure,

Attitude of the Population toward Marsghal Tito and the Emigres

20

Bafore the quarrel with the Cominform Tito had reached the nadir of his
popularity. Not more than three percent of the population ardently supe-
ported his regime. Another seventoen percent wore opportunigts; and
eighty porcent, inoluding many holders of positions in the Governwent and
Army, were bitterly cpposed to the regime, Although not favorsble toward
the prosent Communist regimo, the Yugoslav people oppose 2 return of the
presvar "reactionary” government. Former King Peter hes little influence
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‘among the Serbs and none among the other South Slave, The influense of the

pre-war political parties has been destroyed, Only Macek still enjoys some
influence, tut his strength among the Croats is not overwhelming, In Mace-
donia there exists g bitter opposition to Commnism and an ardent nationalism;
it will be impossible ever Yo deprive the Macedonians of thelr federal status.
Tito has been able to regain much of his former popularity by breaking with
the Cominform and ending the ruthless Soviat exploitation of Tugoslavia,

But in any pase, the poeople of Yugoslavia are waiting for an opportunity
to rid themselves of Comrmunism, although they are not willing to undergo
sacrifices that would not bring the results desired, Internal difficul-
tiea in Yugoslavia at the present time would only bring in their weke
occupation by Soviet troops, which would be far worse then the present
regime, At the present time, therefore, resistance to the Tito regime
existe largely in the minds of the population, It ig unthinkable that
the Yugos inv people would rise ageinst Communism without having before
them 2 political » social, and economic program that would insure g better
future. Until the present time no one has presented a program that would
insure a future better than life under the pre-war and Tito regimes » and
@ program of simple opposition to Comminism will not arouse the population.

3.

misundsrstandings that would sooner or later be settled satisfactorily,

On the other hand, Moscow would not accept a recantation from Tito and

his prineipal followers, Furthermore, the qarrel with the Cominform hag
enabled Yugoslavia 4o esteblish excellont economic contacts with the West
and has brought shout an improvement in oconomic conditions gince Yugoslavia
¢an now trade on a dollar basig with the West without entering into politiw
cal or economic obligations. This ig a great contrast to her position as

8 Soviet satellite when Yugoslav food wes drsined awey to the USSR, Rumanie
and Albania, the two latter countries being in twrn emptied by the Soviets,
It would, thewafore, be suiecidal for Yugoslavie again to enter the Soviet
sphere. Tito's prinecipal collaborstors are absolutely reliabls, Kardel j
is his "alter ego"., Rankovieh, who is responsible for the arrests and
killings resulting from the quaerrel with the Cominform, can exint only with
Titoo Djilas' future iz bound up with the present regime. Thess three s
togather with Tito, have in their hands complete control of the Army and
the regims, Although the terroristic methods of the UDB are to be deplored,
the present regimo could not exist without its supports If Tito falls, it
will be impossible to prevent the instellation of o Soviet statellite regime
in Yugoslavia. The opposition to Communism within the country is not organe

not poseess a program accaptable to the Yugoslav people. Until such g pro=
gram is elaborated it will be impossible to overthrow ths Tito rogime, Ths
official pave the impression that he anticipated some decigive action in-

volving Tito's position in Yugoslavia within the next few months, .

Politioal Organization of Yugoslavis in the Post=Liberation Period

4o

Yugoslavia requires a single political perty and & cooperstive system. Only
in this way can Communist penetration be forostalled, If a Western victory

in a future war results in the return of the oemigre politicians to power, a
groat part of the best elements among the ‘opponentes of Commmnism will resume
guerrilla warfare from the mountains rather than permit the "old reactionariea”
to take over the state,
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~Tugoslav Policy in Scuth Americs

5o

The Foreign Office official illustrated his thesis that economiec conditions
in Yugoslavie had improved following the split with the Cominform by ref-
erence to the "excellent commercial conbracts™ that had been concluded with
tho United States, Great Britain, Italy and Argentina, At the present time
Yugoslavia owos the Government of Argentina three million pescs; but after
the break with the Cominform, contracts for the sale of timber in the emount
of gix million vesos vo that country had been concluded, Presemt Yugoslav
policy is depigned to resstablish pre-war economic relations with South
America, and particularly with Argentina. The Yugoslav Government also de-
gired to repatriate Yugoslav emigrants so that they might parbticipate in
building socialism through the Five<~Year Plan. Before the break with the
Cominform the UDB had served as a tool of Soviet intelligence and had at-
tompted to destroy the influence of the post-war anti«Tito euigration on
oarlier omigrants, a majority of whom had coms to favor Tito without, how-
aver, becoming Commmnists. MNow it keeps watch on the activities of the
Cominform end Soviet intelligencc. Soviet policy in South America aims

~toward the communization of that continent, Fiyr thie reason the Russians

are abttempting to strengthen both the overt and underground sections of all
the Commnist Parties and to mainbain strict diseipline., In Argentina, for
exemple, the local Party has separate sections for every nationality in the
country. These so~called "idiomatic sections" relay Soviet orders %o other
Commmnist Parties represented in the country, It was for this reason that
in 1947 Tito prohibited Yugoslav citizens in Argentina from continuing as
members of the Argentine Communist Party. Following the break with the
Cominform, howaver, it was discowored that approximetely 200 Yugoslav eiti-
zons had digobeysd this order and had kept their membership in the Argentine
Party. After the bresk all contact between the Soviet and Yugoslev Legations
in Buenos Aires ceased, but the Soviet lfinister contimues to support those
Yugoslav Commmiste in Argentina who have adhored to the Cominform. Despite
this fact the Yugoslav Governwment has never provided the funds for a propa-
ganda campaign egainst supporters of the Cominform in Argentina. The Foreign
0ffice official declared that the Yugoslav Minister to Argenbina, the consuls
at Montevideo and Rosario, Argentina, and the Minister to Brazil aro not meme
bars of the Yuposlav Communist Party, although all of them support Marshal
Tito,
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